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From Your Dean 
          
"Thank you!" to all 
of you for electing 
me as your dean. 
I'm honored to be 
selected for service 
to our common 
cause, the organ 
and all the 
wonderful things 
that surround it: 
churches, choirs, 

concerts, handbells, literature, 
repertoire, and colleagues. We are a 
special breed, we organists, having a 
direct hands-on relationship with the 
inherent nobility, grandeur, elegance, 
transcendence, and even humor of the 
organ. We communicate all those 
qualities through our playing. We share 
them on a weekly basis to those wise 
enough to listen. We are cultural 
ambassadors, and therefore, we are 
indeed special. In case no one has said it 
lately to you, Thank you, Ambassadors! 
 
The new board just had its first meeting, 
and I have SO much to share. So, let's 
get started. 
 
First, our board approved my proposal to 
invigorate member participation by 
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changing the format of our regular 
meetings. The board will now meet on 
each second Monday of the month from 
September through June. But more than 
that, the 2nd Monday model now will 
have two components to be shared by 
YOU! Each 2nd Monday meeting will 
begin with the board doing business 
from 6-6:30p.m. From 6:30-7pm, there 
will be social time for ALL chapter 
members, followed at 7pm with a 45-
minute program. Our goal in setting nine 
monthly programs is to provide more 
opportunity for us to talk and share. And 
if you only make it to five of the nine 
programs, you've still gotten a lot! Here 
is the tentative program schedule. The 
dates are fixed, but the topics might 
have to adjust as we move along. 
  
October 8 
A Service of Installation for Chapter 
Officers to take place at Calvary Church 
in Stonington (read more on this below!) 
 
November 12 
An Advent & Christmas Anthem Reading 
Session, location TBD 
 
December 10 
Holiday Potluck Social with Advent 
Christmas Mini-Recital, location TBD 
 
January 14 
New Music Presentation and Score Swap, 
location TBD 
 
February 11 
Roberta Bitgood Scholarship Auditions 
Open to Members as Auditors, location 
TBD 
 
March 11 
University Organ Student Project 
Presentation, location TBD 
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 SECOND MONDAYS 
October 8 

Installation of Chapter 
Officers 

Calvary Church, Stonington  
 

November 12 
An Advent & Christmas 

Anthem Reading Session, 
location TBD 

 
December 10 

Holiday Potluck Social with 
Advent Christmas Mini-
Recital, location TBD 

 
January 14 

New Music Presentation and 
Score Swap, location TBD 

 
February 11 

Roberta Bitgood Scholarship 
Auditions Open to Members 
as Auditors, location TBD 

 
March 11 

University Organ Student 
Project Presentation, location 

TBD 
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April 8 
Crossover Repertoire Presentation - 
Music That Suits Either Organ or Piano, 
location TBD 
 
May 13 
Post-Easter Members' Recital, location 
TBD 
 
June 10 
End of Year Banquet, location TBD 
 
The October 8 installation service is right 
around the corner! So, we'll be sending 
out much more detailed info very soon. 
Mainly, we hope you'll MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS and attend as we welcome 
a new slate of officers: OCTOBER 8 
(6:30 social time & 7:00 service) at 
Calvary Church in Stonington. Bob 
Bowlin, husband of member Ellen 
Bowlin, has agreed to serve as chapter 
chaplain for the installation. 
 
The board also plans to sponsor a 
prominent guest recitalist, and we intend 
to organize an organ crawl. These 
events are NOT 2nd Monday events; 
they will fall outside the regular 
2nd Monday rhythm. Did you notice how 
many times I've written 2nd Monday so 
far? I'm hoping the subliminal message 
technique will work and the 2nd Monday 
idea will always be on your mind when 
you're planning your weeks. 
 
The date for this year's annual Children's 
Choir Festival is set for Sunday, January 
27. We are very close to settling on the 
location and time for this wonderful 
tradition, and we already have a YES 
from our own choral dynamo, Jake Troy, 
who will conduct the massed pieces. 
Jake did a wonderful job at St. John's in 
Niantic in 2016, and we're thrilled he's 
agreed to do it again. Thank you, Jake! 
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Annual Meeting 

Sunday, June 3, 2018 
5:30 PM 

Latitudes 41 
Mystic Seaport 

 
*********** 
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The board had a very engaging 
discussion about the efficacy of social 
media, and one outcome of that talk is 
that our sub-dean, Maryann McCary has 
agreed to research different host 
platforms. She will make a 
recommendation regarding our online 
presence at the next board meeting. 
Thank you, Maryann! Jake Troy and I 
will continue to operate our Facebook 
page with the goal of posting much more 
content. So, if you've not yet connected 
with the chapter on Facebook, please 
do! 
 
Before I close, I'd like to make a general 
call out to the membership. Consider 
taking on the hospitality component of 
ONE of the 2nd Monday programs. 
Simply provide drinks (coffee, tea, 
water, etc) and a simple, uncomplicated 
nibble option: sweet or savory, your 
choice. It could be cheese and cracker 
platters or a few boxes of pastry. Your 
hospitality contribution to the evening 
will be most warmly welcome and 
appreciated. The main thing is that we 
come together, talk and share the 
month's news, or just say "hello." And of 
course, the program portion will provide 
another kind of food, food for the brain 
& soul! 
 
Lastly, as we gear up for the newness of 
the season, I've embarked on something 
new as well. Just a few months ago I 
played my last worship service as 
director of music and worship arts at 
Central Baptist in Norwich. My choice to 
leave the wonderful, loving church 
family at Central was difficult, but I am 
confident and hopeful that my choice 
was the right one. On September 1, I 
began my tenure as organist and 
choirmaster at Calvary Church in the 



borough of Stonington. Most of you 
already know the names of my illustrious 
and beloved predecessors: Simon Holt 
and Joey Ripka. I am in awe of the 
amazingly rich musical tradition at 
Calvary. Being asked to take on the 
leading role in such a program is an 
honor, and, quite frankly, daunting. With 
a graded RSCM chorister program, adult 
choir, handbell choir, and the new 
Richards, Fowkes & Co. organ, I will 
literally have my hands full. Wish me 
luck, friends, and see you on the 
2nd Mondays! 
 
--Matthew 
 

Positions Open 
St. Mark Lutheran Church has an 
opening for an organist or keyboard 
musician to play for a Sunday 
morning 9:30 a.m. worship service and 
or for a Saturday evening 5:30 p.m.jazz 
worship service  Those interested can 
contact St. Mark Lutheran Church 248 
Broadway, Norwich, CT or 860 887 6826 
or stmarklutheran248@gmail.com 
 

Christ Lutheran Church, Niantic 
Start Date: October 21, 
2018 (Negotiable). 
Instrument: Allen Digital Computer 
Organ with twin memories that provide a 
total of 56 separate registrations. More 
detailed information is available upon 
request. Sanctuary seats approximately 
225.  Average weekly attendance: 150. 
Organist Duties: Must be available to 
play liturgical services on Sundays 
at 8:30 & 11:00 am, Midweek Advent 
at 7:00 pm and Lenten Services 
at 12:00 noon & 7:00 pm, and other 
special services such as Thanksgiving 



Eve, Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, 
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and 
Ascension Day. The Organist may, but is 
not obligated to, play at other special 
services such as weddings and funerals. 
(Compensation for funerals and for 
weddings - negotiable) will be paid 
separate from regular pay, and directly 
by those who request services. The 
Pastor will plan the worship services 
(hymns & liturgy) using Lutheran 
Service Book and the Lutheran Church - 
Missouri Synod (LCMS) three-year 
lectionary; and the organist will be 
responsible for planning appropriate pre-
service, offertory, and post-service 
music, based on the appropriate season 
and theme of the day. No choral music 
or midweek rehearsals are required (This 
is taken care of by our current Music 
Director). The organist may be asked to 
accompany an occasional soloist. 
Training is available for organists who 
are unfamiliar with Lutheran liturgies 
and hymnody. 
Supervision: Organist will report to and 
be supervised by the Pastor. 
Compensation: $ 100.00 per service. 
(Reviewed annually).  No benefits.  Paid 
monthly. 
Vacation: There is no specific time or 
certain weeks set aside or accrued for 
vacation.  If a Sunday is requested off, a 
replacement organist will be available to 
cover. Time off may not be taken during 
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, Holy 
Week, and Easter. The organist must 
notify the Pastor at least 30 days before 
taking vacation. 
If interested, please contact Pastor Paul 
Scheyder by leaving a message at 860-
501-8021 or by calling the church office 
at 860-739-6849.  If convenient the 
following email may also be 
used: pastor@clcniantic.org. 
 



 

  

Calendar of Local Events  
Friday, October 12 
7:00 PM (supper 5:30 PM) 
"The Revenants" 
Trio from Bluegrass Gospel Project 
Groton Congregational Church, UCC 
162 Monument Street 
Groton, CT 06340 
Admission $10.00 includes soup supper 
Contact: 860-445-7409 
  
 
Sunday, October 14 
4:00 PM 
Dr. Matthew Provost 
Benefit organ recital for the Connecticut Early Music 
Festival 
Calvary Church 
Stonington, CT 
Reception to follow at Stonington Harbor Yacht Club 
Tickets for the concert and reception are $75 
860-536-2726 
info@ctearlymusic.org 
 
 
Saturday, October 20 
7:30 PM 
EASTERN CT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Shimada/ Svetlana Smolina, piano 
Works by Enescu, Rachmaninov, et.al.  
Garde Arts Center 
State Street 
New London, CT 06320 
Contact: ECSO, 860-443-2876 
www.ectsymphony.com 
  
Sunday, October 21 
3:00 PM 
"ONCE UPON A TIME BEFORE THE 
INTERNET" 
Phred Mileski, soprano and Robert Humphreville, piano 
A concert of parlor songs about technology 
St James Episcopal Church 
76 Federal Street 
New London, CT 06320 
Contact: www.phredsings.com 
  
Sunday, November 18 
7:30 PM 
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CANDLELIGHT CONCERT & COMPLINE 
Norwich Diocesan Choir 
Douglas Green, director 
Cathedral of St. Patrick 
213 Broadway 
Norwich, CT 06360 
No admission 
Contact: 860-886-0403 
  
Sunday, November 18 
7:30 PM 
THOMAS TROTTER, organ 
Great Organ Music at Yale 
Yale Institute of Sacred Music 
Contact: 203-432-5180 
www.ismevents@yale.edu 
 

  

The New London Chapter welcomes church 
musicians regardless of education or ability. 
 
The mission of the AGO is to enrich lives 
through organ and choral music. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

New London County Chapter American Guild of Organists, 405 Harland Road, Norwich, CT 06360 
 

  

 


